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SHORT DESCRIPTION 
In the initial phases of a forensic investigation, sampling and investigation strategies are 
made that are thought to deliver the most valuable forensic evidence. Most of the time there 
are existing scenarios that need to be evaluated, but sometimes scenarios can be developed 
based on the outcome of forensic examinations. In both cases it would be very valuable to 
have a single, complete image/picture of all the traces on the pieces of evidence. 
In later stages of the investigations, decisions have to be made about sampling and 
investigation strategies. The impact of the place and order in which samples are taken can 
only be optimally assessed when having a complete overview of the type and location of the 
traces. Also for the assessment of activity level scenario’s, knowledge of the (relative) 
location of different traces is essential. 
The main aim of this literature study is to inventory and assess available imaging techniques 
that have been used in forensic context or have potential to be used. Especially techniques 
that go beyond visible reflection and fluorescence imaging are of interest. 
Interesting additional aims could include the assessment how the combination of different 
imaging techniques could help visualise different kinds of potentially interesting materials 
on/in pieces of evidence. 
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REQUIRED/RECOMMENDED EXPERTISE 
A background in chemistry or spectroscopy is recommended for this topic. 
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