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SHORT DESCRIPTION 
 
Recently, the evaluation of evidence given activity level propositions becomes more of 
interest within the different forensic science disciplines. Where for some types of evidence 
such as glass and DNA these activity level evaluations are already a widely-explored topic 
[1][2], for other types of evidence such as fingermarks or digital traces, these types of 
evaluations are relatively new [3]. For each forensic discipline, the evaluation of evidence 
given activity level propositions involves the use of different variables that provide 
information on the activities that were carried out. Currently, there is no overview available 
of how questions regarding activities are handled across the different fields of expertise and 
what variables are used to provide information on these activities. Such an overview would 
help to recognize disciplines that evaluate evidence given activity level similarly, which could 
help the different disciplines to structure evaluations of evidence given activity level 
propositions.    
 
Aim thesis 
For this project, we want to review all forensic disciplines in which questions regarding 
activities are evaluated to study the similarities and differences between the various fields of 
expertise. For this thesis, research will be conducted by a literature review concerning the 
specific variables that are taken into account when evaluating evidence given activity level 
propositions.  
  
This research aims to answer the following questions:  

- What are the forensic disciplines in which the evidence given activity level 
propositions is evaluated (explicitly or implicitly)?   

- What are the main activity level issues within these forensic disciplines? 
- For each discipline, which variables are taken into account when evaluating evidence 

given activity level propositions?  
- Is it possible to classify the different forensic disciplines into groups for which the 

same variables apply when evaluating evidence given activity level propositions? 
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REQUIRED/RECOMMENDED EXPERTISE 
 
- Forensic knowledge 
- Interest in evidence interpretation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


